Effect of photoperiod on milk yield and milk fat in commercial dairy herds.
Two hundred and sixteen cows stanchioned in 13 dairy herds were exposed to supplemental lighting of 16 to 16.25 h of light per day from fluorescent lamps, whereas 240 herdmates received only sunlight (9 to 12 h/day) plus lighting for usual management activities (e.g., milking and feeding). After adjustment for differences in stage of lactation, lactation number, mature equivalent, and pretrial milk yield, cows exposed to supplemental lighting produced 2.2 kg per day more milk and had .16% less milk fat than herdmate controls.